SR 710 Project Development & Environment & Transit Feasibility Study

Services Provided:

NEPA Documentation & Environmental Studies

Client: FDOT District 4 / TranSystems Corporation
Donovan Pessoa, (954) 777-4442

Contact:
donovan.pessoa@dot.state.fl.us

Location:  Palm Beach County, FL

Duration:  July 2006 —July 2014

DESCRIPTION OF WORK:

This 25 mile road improvement and transit feasibility project
extended from just east of SR 76 to Blue Heron Boulevard.
The project traversed extensive environmentally sensitive
areas including eight public/conservation lands, significant
wetlands and habitat for listed species.

CECOS was the environmental lead for the project; and was
responsible for conducting wetland and threatened and
endangered species studies, GIS mapping of wetland and
upland habitats, identification of Section 4(f) resources,
contamination assessment, and preparation of NEPA and
support environmental documents. CECOS conducted a
corridor analysis of environmental issues for five different
project corridors and evaluated the environmental issues
associated with various transit alternatives along the
corridor, including rail and bus. Specific responsibilities
included conducting wetland/habitat mapping of over 930
acres, threatened & endangered species surveys, socio-
economic impact analysis, contamination screening

evaluation study and the development and implementation
of an environmental public involvement plan, development
of UMAMs and a conceptual mitigation plan.

Field survey methodologies for listed species were developed
and approved by USFWS and FFWCC. Protected species and
bird nesting surveys were conducted for eastern indigo
snake, Everglade snail kite, sandhill crane, wood stork state-
listed wading birds, red-cockaded woodpecker and
Audubon’s crested caracara. A Wildlife Crossing Study was
conducted to identify potential location(s) for a crossing
under the roadway. Additional responsibilities included
identification and evaluation of secondary and cumulative
impacts and development of mitigation plans. We assisted
with the public involvement effort that was required due to
the significant environmental issues and controversy
associated with the project.

A Section 4(f) Determination of Applicability was prepared
for nine resources along the corridor. The preferred
alternative was developed to avoid the direct use and
constructive use of these properties. CECOS also evaluated a
shared use path outside the right of way, which would have
impacted Section 4(f) properties as well as wetlands and
listed species habitats. Ultimately, the path was eliminated
because of these potential impacts.

CECOS prepared the Finding of No Significant Impact and
Draft and Final Environmental Assessments along with the
environmental support documentation, including a Wetland
Evaluation Report, an Endangered Species Biological
Assessment Report, and a Contamination Screening
Assessment Report. Additional responsibilities included the
evaluation of secondary and cumulative impacts and the
development of a compensatory mitigation plan. The FONSI
has received final FHWA signatures.
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